
Greetings Partners ~          Jan 2013 
 
It seems that 2012 flew by!  We are overwhelmed with how God has gracefully lovingly grown us this past year.    
 
I know that many of you have asked and wondered if you missed the Back2School Celebration this past summer and the answer is no 
you didn't.  We did not host the outreach this summer.  This was not an easy decision to come to but as we prayed and sought what He 
wanted for U.R.B.A.N. Ministries it seemed to be the right thing to do. With the raising costs for supplies and the fact that we have kept 
the sponsorship cost to $20/child, we did not have the funds to pre-purchase the supplies needed. We are praying that we can raise 
$5000 before May. 
 
Summer - This last summer was a rough one for our community.  We had several shootings with in blocks of our home.  One of those 
shootings involved a police officer fatality. There was and has been definitely a heightened gang presence including mass graffiti on the 
main road through out our community.  One of the shootings was only 3 blocks away from our children's school and happened just 
minutes before releasing the children for the day.  There was one fatality of a young man (19). Dwayne and I partnered with a local 
church & had the privilege of coordinating the food for the repasts.  Another shooting that occurred was a block away from our house. 
We rest in the fact that God has our back as we serve Him in this community.       
 
Fall - Dwayne has had the privilege of being a part of BNO (Boys Night Only) for the past 5 years.  It has been such a testimony of 
God's faithfulness to the fatherless.  There has been between 30-60 young men (4th - 12th grade) there on Wednesday nights over the 
years.  This year the pastor, Coach Herb, who Dwayne has the blessing of serving arm in arm with, is moving to start another ministry 
in Mississippi.  Coach asked Dwayne to take over the teaching roll, which is a huge honor.  So Dwayne will be sharing the gospel with 
these young men, many of who don't have a father active in their lives, on Wednesday nights.  God also allowed for Dwayne to get 
meals donated twice a month from Wal-Mart.  There are other expenses that will need to be covered such as rent for the school, a van 
that can transport the young men home after study for safety, and food for the other weeks that are not donated.  Trusting that God will 
provide for this boys and this ministry. 
 
Winter - A year ago this January we received a phone call from a great friend and ministry partner from K-Love.  K-Love chose 
U.R.B.A.N. Ministries and another ministry for their Community Involvement Award.  It was an amazing experience!  We were flown out 
to California for the weekend. They allowed us to share what God had been doing in here in the inner city of Denver for that last 6 
years.  We felt so loved and appreciated.  Most of all we wanted to congratulate you, our partners, because you all are just as much a 
part of this award as we are.  Thank you again for all you have done, financial support, prayer, encouragement, and love, for us over 
the years.  There is no way that we could have served the way we have over the last 7+ years without you! 
 
While we were in California in January our lives were turned upside down.  God allowed an encounter that Dwayne never though would 
ever happen, but it was all to His glory.   As most of you know Dwayne was raised in a single parent home.  Because of this God has 
used Dwayne in such a unique way while ministering to the children and families.  One thing that Dwayne would have never imagined is 
that 42 years into his life that he would find his father and 2 years later that he would meet him face to face.  There were so many 
questions that Dwayne had to ask the Lord.  Why now after all these years? How would this change things?  Dwayne at one point was 
angry with God and just flat out didn't understand.  Dwayne was blessed to have a godly man walk him through these questions.  God 
showed him that he had a choice to be bitter about the situation or to make HIS name famous.  Dwayne chose to make HIS name 
famous.  The day that we meet Dwayne's father face to face was the most amazing time that we have encountered together.  Dwayne 
also got to meet his 92-year-old grandfather.  At the time our boys were the only boys of the 4th generation that were caring on the 
Dokes name.  As the months after this first encounter went by we prayed for God's will and Dwayne has been able to get to know his 
father.  In August we drove out to Santa Barbara for a getaway as a family.  During this time Dwayne's father came down from Oakland 
and met our blessings.  It was awesome to watch God build a relationship in such a short amount of time.  Who would have thought that 
this would ever happen? But GOD! Jesus looked at them and said, "With many this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  
We rejoice in God’s testimony! 
 
About six weeks ago our family went through a rough patch with our health.  With in a period of 4 days 5 of us caught a virus.  It was 
horrible!  The worst part of it was that we had no clue what this virus would do to Dwayne.  This would be the first virus that he would 
catch after being diagnosed with asthma.  It started with an ER visit at 4am after not being able to breathe.  Then they sent us home.  
Naps were a must!  Then 2 hours later his breathing was dramatically worse.  We headed to the asthma clinic where Dwayne was 
treated for 4.5 hours with 3 breathing treatments.  After each treatment his condition would get worse.  They were all getting a bit 
worried so sent us back to the ER.  At this time his lung capacity was only at 42% and his oxygen levels were down to 82%.  So off to 
another ER we went.  Four hours there with many tests, treatments, and meds Dwayne was sent home on oxygen.  Three weeks he 
was home recouping from this crazy illness!  Please pray that we would know how to continue treatment.  As the bills come in we are 
reminded of all the times that He has provided for us over the last 7.5 years that we have been serving here.   
	  

Treasuring	  the	  GOSPEL	  together	  –	  Dwayne,	  Aimee,	  Moses	  (11),	  Ezekiel	  (9),	  Trinity	  (7),	  Titus	  (4)	  

Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt His name TOGETHER!  Psalm 34:3 



Prayer requests: 
~ Back2School Celebration (Aug 2013) - Pray that we can raise $5000 before May so that we can pay for all of the 
backpacks.   

~ Continued protection for our family and community 

~ BNO – God’s provision and grace for the leaders and young men that attend. 

~ Health – God would show us how to treat and maintain Dwayne’s asthma.  Provision for the doctors and hospital bills. 

~ Dwayne’s father - Pray for a growing godly relationship that will reflect God’s love and His plan. 

~ Provision – Aimee has part time job and Dwayne continues to see God’s provision through FedEx (18 years of service 
there) so that we can continue to serve here in our community.  We have had to rent out the ministry house to help with 
the declining support.  We know that God is our provider and that He will never lead where He won’t provide.   

 

 

 

Praise! 
~  K-Love – It is amazing that they chose U.R.B.A.N. Ministries out of all the nation-wide nominations that they received.  
Again we thank you for your support.  Praise God for His faithfulness over the years!!! 

~  Our children are doing so well in school.  We have been able to reach out to that community.  Aimee will be helping 
organize a meal for the 100+ faculty in February as a gift of love for all they do for “our children”.   

~	  	  God has opened the door for Dwayne to help out with an after school soccer program at our children’s school and to 
help out one day a week at a local high school for discipleship.   

	  

	  

	  

Quote: 

When you see the Holy One's sacrificial love for you, you 
not only see what love looks like, but also you find 
strength and power to love like him. 
J.Thorn	  


